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is the one that requires the Iraqi secu-
rity forces to be completely inde-
pendent of American forces, and that 
would mean logistics, intelligence, 
communication, supply, training, all of 
those things would have to be Iraqi. 
They’re not going to be that inde-
pendent, not this year or next year or 
the year after. You don’t stand up a 
military like that in no time. It takes 
years to do that. But 17 of 18 bench-
marks have been reached. The casual-
ties in Iraq, and we had a tough time in 
Iraq here a little over a day ago. We 
lost four soldiers up by Mosul in a 
bombing. Regardless, as precious as 
those lives are and all of them that 
have been lost, since the first day of 
July, we’ve lost more Americans to ac-
cidents than we have to the enemy. An-
other measure of a definable victory in 
Iraq, achieved, Mr. Speaker, by our 
noble military under the leadership of 
Commander in Chief, President Bush, 
who had the clarity of vision and the 
courage and the leadership skills to 
order a surge when his advisors told 
him don’t go there, Mr. President, this 
war can’t be won. It’s a definable vic-
tory today, by all of the metrics that I 
can identify, including a more than 90 
percent reduction in civilian violence 
and sectarian deaths, so that they’re 
almost immeasurable. The list goes on 
and on and on of the accomplishments 
in Iraq. And I charge and I challenge 
our current President of the United 
States to sustain the achievements of 
his predecessor or be judged by history 
as to have failed. That, Mr. Speaker, is 
an important message for the Amer-
ican people to understand tonight, that 
level of success in Iraq. 

We need to also understand what 
made this a great country; that’s the 
free enterprise system and the account-
ability that’s in. There has to be suc-
cesses and failures for our system to 
adjust itself. That will not happen with 
trillions of dollars of borrowed money 
and this huge debt to resolve itself. 

And I would point out, as a matter of 
an example, that when Bill Clinton was 
elected President in 1992, he came to 
this Congress in 1993 and he said, I 
want a $30 billion economic stimulus 
plan because we have this recession 
that was brought about by Bush 41. I 
notice these new Democrat presidents 
always have a Bush recession to blame 
their economy on. But in any case, he 
asked for $30 billion. And that $30 bil-
lion was negotiated down to $17 billion. 
I think that ended up over in the Sen-
ate, and finally they decided well 
that’s not enough money to make any 
difference so we’re just not going to do 
a $17 billion economic stimulus plan. 
But $30 billion was a lot of money to 
this Congress then. And that’s why 
they debated it. And $17 billion wasn’t 
enough to make a difference. But today 
$17 billion isn’t even loose change in a 
$2 trillion bailout/stimulus plan. That’s 
how far we have come in a matter of 
two presidential terms, two different 
presidents, Mr. Speaker, to the point 
where $17 billion, $30 billion is loose 

change in the maw of it all. And it will 
swallow us up. 

And then, reverting back, Mr. Speak-
er, to the subject matter of Iraq, I’m a 
little disturbed that there’s such a 
standard that has been raised that we 
should honor our troops and we should 
honor their families for the price that 
they paid, and a moment of silence on 
this floor is appropriate, an hour of si-
lence would be appropriate, a long and 
enduring prayer every day for what 
they have done for our freedom and all 
of us would also be appropriate, Mr. 
Speaker. But that, brought out today 
by the same person that brought 45 dif-
ferent votes to the floor of the House of 
Representatives, those votes designed 
to underfund, unfund or undermine our 
troops is disturbing to me. 

In the 110th Congress, we had brought 
by the Speaker of the House, these 45 
votes to the floor that I said, under-
funded, undermined or unfunded our 
troops. Some of those that I have in 
mind, supplemental appropriations 
H.R. 2642 that would prohibit estab-
lishing a permanent base in Iraq, 
among other things and reduce some 
funding. 

We have another one, which is H.R. 
5658, require the President to submit a 
report within 90 days of the bill’s en-
actment for the long-term costs in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, including the cost of 
operations, reconstruction and health 
care benefits for how long, Mr. Speak-
er? Through at least fiscal year 2068 is 
what this report says. 

b 2300 
That can’t be constructive to tie the 

Commander in Chief up to produce a 
report that predicts costs until 2068. 
That undermines our troops, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Here is another one. It followed along 
H.R. 5658, and it said that the United 
States Defender Act would have to be 
authorized by Congress in order to 
enter into any kind of an agreement 
with Iraq from a military perspective. 
Congress would have to authorize it. I 
don’t think the Speaker of the House 
was going to allow the congressional 
authorization of those kinds of agree-
ments. That undermined our troops 
again, Mr. Speaker. 

Here I have H.R. 2082, which is to au-
thorize funds for the intelligence por-
tion of fiscal year 2008. It defines how 
we can interrogate prisoners. It’s an-
other way to handcuff the President of 
the United States and our military, 
whose lives have been in harm’s way 
and remain in harm’s way. 

Here is another one on the same sub-
ject—on interrogation techniques and 
micromanagement. This Congress 
should not be trying to operate a war 
by micromanagement. The Continental 
Congress tried to do that. It’s one of 
the reasons we have a stronger central 
government today. 

The list of these kinds of trans-
gressions goes on, Mr. Speaker. Here is 
another one. 

The State-Foreign Operations Appro-
priations—Iraq Study Group estab-

lishes that. We know what came out of 
that. There is another one that reduces 
the spending, and it identifies the 18 
benchmarks which I mentioned. On and 
on and on. 

There were 45 different votes, Mr. 
Speaker, on the floor of this House of 
Representatives, 45 of those votes aside 
from the seven that were brought by 
Republicans, to recommit, defend or 
seek to overturn those. They all under-
funded, unfunded or undermined our 
troops. 

So a moment of silence is appro-
priate, but I cannot break from the 
thought that American lives have been 
put at risk and that we have lost some 
lives because of the actions on the floor 
of this Congress. These actions, Mr. 
Speaker, encouraged our enemy. In 
spite of all of this, we have a definable 
victory in Iraq today, and it is a defin-
able victory that needs to be main-
tained by the current President of the 
United States and enhanced with a pru-
dent utilization of the forces that are 
there and with a prudent transfer as 
the direction it is going over to the 
Iraqi security forces with a political, 
economic and military solution in Iraq 
so that they can sustain and defend 
themselves and can remain our ally in 
the Middle East to inspire the other 
moderate Muslim nations that are 
there. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MEEK of Florida (at the request 
of Mr. HOYER) for today until 5 p.m. 

Ms. HARMAN (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and February 11. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 
for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. GOODLATTE, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 11. 

Mr. FLEMING, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Member (at his re-

quest) to revise and extend his remarks 
and include extraneous material:) 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, for 5 
minutes, today. 
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BILL PRESENTED TO THE 

PRESIDENT 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on February 5, 2009 
she presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill. 

H.R. 2. To amend title XXI of the Social 
Security Act to extend and improve the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, February 11, 2009, 
at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

505. A letter from the Chief, Retailer Man-
agement Branch, Benefit Redemption 
Divison, FNS, USDA, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Food Stamp Program: Revisions to 
Bonding Requirements for Violating Retail 
and Wholesale Food Concerns (RIN: 0584- 
AD44) received February 4, 2009, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

506. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Mgmt. Staff, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Listing of 
Color Additives Exempt From Certification; 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Labeling: Cochi-
neal Extract and Carmine Declaration 
[Docket No.: FDA-1998-P-0032 (formerly 
Docket No.: 1998P-0724)] (RIN: 0910-AF12) re-
ceived February 4, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

507. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulation 
Divison, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Prohibition on Use of In-
dian Community Development Block Grant 
Assistance for Employment Relocation Ac-
tivities; Final Rule [Docket No.: FR-5115-F- 
02] (RIN: 2577-AC78) received February 4, 
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

508. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Real Estate 
Settlement Procedures Act (RESPA): Rule 
To Simplify and Improve the Process of Ob-
taining Mortgages and Reduce Consumer 
Settlement Costs; Deferred Applicability 
Date for the Revised Definition of ‘‘Required 
Use’’ [Docket No.: FR-5180-F-04] (RIN: 2502- 
AI61) received February 4, 2009, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

509. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Copies of international 
agreements, other than treaties, entered into 
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

510. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting the Department’s fiscal 

year 2008 report on U.S. Government Assist-
ance to and Cooperative Activities with Eur-
asia, pursuant to Public Law 102-511, section 
104; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

511. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting a report pursuant to 
Paragraph (5)(D) of the Senate’s May 1997 
resolution; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

512. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-717, ‘‘Local Rent Supple-
ment Program Second Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code sec-
tion 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

513. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-718, ‘‘HPAP Temporary 
Act of 2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

514. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-719, ‘‘Employment of Re-
turning Veteran’s Tax Credit Temporary Act 
of 2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

515. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-720, ‘‘Public Service 
Commission Holdover Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code sec-
tion 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

516. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-721, ‘‘District Employee 
Protection Temporary Act of 2009,’’ pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

517. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-722, ‘‘Lead-Hazard Pre-
vention and Elimination Act of 2008,’’ pursu-
ant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

518. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-723, ‘‘Paramedic and 
Emergency Medical Technician Transition 
Amendment Act of 2008,’’ pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

519. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-708, ‘‘Firearms Registra-
tion Amendment Act of 2008,’’ pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

520. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-709, ‘‘14W and the YMCA 
Anthony Bowen Project Real Property Tax 
Exemption and Real Property Tax Relief 
Temporary Act of 2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

521. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-711, ‘‘Get DC Residents 
Training for Jobs Now Temporary Act of 
2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

522. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-710, ‘‘The Urban Insti-
tute Real Property Tax Abatement Tem-
porary Act of 2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code 
section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

523. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 

copy of D.C. ACT 17-712, ‘‘GPS Anti-Tam-
pering Temporary Act of 2009,’’ pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

524. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-713, ‘‘Equitable Parking 
Meter Rates Temporary Amendment Act of 
2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

525. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-714, ‘‘Taxi Zone Oper-
ating Hours Temporary Amendment Act of 
2009,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

526. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-715, ‘‘Reimbursable De-
tails Clarification Temporary Act of 2009,’’ 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

527. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-716, ‘‘Uniform Child Ab-
duction Prevention Act of 2008,’’ pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

528. A letter from the White House Liaison, 
Department of Education, transmitting a re-
port pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

529. A letter from the Senior Associate 
General Counsel, Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

530. A letter from the Senior Associate 
General Counsel, Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

531. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Election Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Extention of Adminis-
trative Fines Program [Notice 2008-12] re-
ceived January 26, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration. 

532. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the 2009 
Gulf of Alaska Pollock and Pacific Cod Total 
Allowable Catch Amounts [Docket No.: 
071106671-8010-02] (RIN: 0648-XM48) received 
February 4, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

533. A letter from the Chairman, Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final rule — Rules of Practice 
and Procedure; Adjusting Civil Money Pen-
alties for Inflation (RIN: 3052-AC47) received 
February 4, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

534. A letter from the Attorney — Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Draw-
bridge Operation Regulation; Willamette 
River, Portland, OR, Schedule Change [Dock-
et No.: USCG-2008-0721] (RIN: 1625-AA09) re-
ceived February 2, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

535. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Draw-
bridge Operation Regulations; Wabash River; 
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